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Public  Health  Department, 
Hock  Grounds, 

Ah er dare . 


Tos  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Aberdare. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

X have  the  privilege  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  of  the  District  for  the  year 
1970 » together  with  the  following  comments? 


Derelict  Land 

It  is  extremely  pleasing  to  report  that,  under  the  terms  of 
recent  legislation  regarding  reclamation  projects,  Aberdare  Council 
has  taken  the  initiative  in  relation  to  derelict  land.  While  a 
number  of  schemes  for  the  restoration  of  derelict  land  within  the 
valley  are  still  under  consideration,  a scheme  to  provide  a Country 

Park  on  the  site  of  the  cleared  tip  complex  at  Bwllfa  Dare  is  already 
being  implemented. 

From  a public  health  point  of  view  the  creation  of  an  accessible 
and  beautiful  Country  Park  out  of  an  area  of  dereliction,  is  jartiou- 
larl^  gratifying,  and  will  provide  a pleasant  environment  for  the 
present  generation  and  an  acceptable  inheritance  for  future  ones. 


Elderly  and  Handicapped  Persons  - 
Disruption  of  Electricity  Supplies 


Some  groups  of  people  living  in  their  own  homes  are  particularly 
vulnerable  to  interruption  of  electricity  supply;  notably  the  elderly 
or  physically  handicapped  (especially  those  dependent  on  lifts); 
patients  at  home  using  dialysis  equipment  or  respirators;  and  mothers 
with  young  children.  During  the  period  of  dispute  within  the  Elec- 

Tf  the  6nd  °f  197°’  local  health  and  welfare  authorities 
e e asxed  to  ensure  that  so  far  as  possible  the  necessary  help  was 
given,  whether  for  lighting  or  heating;  the  provision  of  hot  meals; 

Awtw-+V°iaaJ1Ce  °f  f1Sk  t0  patients  ^Pending  on  electrical  apparatus. 
Authorities  were  particularly  asked  to  enlist  voluntary  help  of  all 

mds  in  order  to  identify  those  in  need  of  assistance  not  already 
known  to  them  m order  to  bring  help. 


I wish  to  thank  all  the  people,  including  the  voluntary  or.vani- 
ations  and  the  local  authority  and  divisional  health  staff  for  the 
assistance  they  gave. 


I would  like  to  express  to  the  Council  my  appreciation  of  the 
interest  shown  by  Members  in  matters  affecting  Public  Health. 


In  conculsion,  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  help 
I have  received  from  lie.  D.G.  James,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and 
the  Council’s  Chief  Officers,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Mr.  J.F.  Jones,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  to  Mr.  D.N.  Reynolds, 
the  Housing  Assistant,  Mr.  J.  Connelly,  the  Welfare  Assistant,  and 
to  my  Chief  Clerk,  Mrs.  Beryl  Hardwicke,  and  the  Clerical  Staff,  for 
their  loyal  support  and  assistance  to  me  during  the  year  under  review. 


J.  Llewellyn  Williams, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Date  of  meetings?  Third  Tuesday  in  each  month  at 


CHAIRMAN 

Councillor  Mrs.  L.G.  lynch 


Councillor  (Mrs.)  E.E.  Bessell  Councillor  J 

E.Dv.  Jenkins  T 

(Mrs.)  P.M.  Jones  J 

T.  Jones  D 

D.D.  Morgan  M 

(Mrs . ) S . Morgan  T , 


EX-0 EPIC 10  MEMBERS 


.JO  p.m. 


. O'Connell 
,C.  Phillips 
,M.  Powell 
,W.  Rees 
J.  Vaughan 
Williams 


Councillors 


I.W.  Evans 


W.S.  Jones 


2 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.  Llewellyn  Williams,  H.R.C.S.,  L.R.C. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
J.F.  Jones,  C.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

E.P.  Evans,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

M.J.  Kedward,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors 
B.  Kember 

Housing  Assistant 
D.N.  Reynolds,  D.M.A. 

Welfare  Assistant 
J.  Connelly 

Clerical  Staff 

Chief  Clerks  Mrs.  B.  Hardwicke 
Second  Clerks  Mrs.  M.  Cornelius 

Rodent  Control  Operators 
W.  Bradford 


.,  D.P.H.(Lond. ) 


A.J.  Pike,  M.A.P.H.I. 

D.G.  Powell,  M.A.P.H.I.  (from  6.4.70) 


J.  Smith  (from  19.10.70) 

Trainee  Assistant 
D.  Adams  (from  5*10.70) 


Shorthand  Miss  B.  Evans 
Typists s Miss  P.  Fussell 


E.  Griffiths 


Van  Driver/Disinfector 
D.G.  Mapp  (from  7«5»70) 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (mid  year  1970)  estimated  by 

Registrar  General 38,250 

Population  (Census  1961)  ..  . . ..  39? 155 

Area  of  District  (acres)  . . 15s>133 

lumber  of  inhabitated  houses  (31st  December  1970)..  ..  14,190 

Rateable  Value s- 

lew  valuation  list  at  1st  April  1970  £871,927 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £3,400 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
I960  - 1970 


YEAR 

POPULATION 

BIRTHS 

DEATHS 

NUMBER 

RATE  PER 
1,000 

POPULATION 

(CRUDE) 

NUMBER 

RATE  PER 
1,000 

POPULATION 

(ADJUSTED) 

I960 

39,450 

594 

15.5 

570 

14.7 

1961 

33,970 

597 

15.7 

569 

15.04 

1962 

39.030 

605 

15.9 

605 

15.04 

1963 

39.000 

605 

15.7 

661 

17.6 

1964 

33,910 

615 

15.8 

569 

15.2 

1965 

38,900 

663 

17.04 

597 

15.5 

1966 

33,700 

606 

15.66 

582 

15.34 

1967 

33,450 

603 

15.8 

560 

14. 8 

1968 

38,560 

679 

17.1 

586 

15.2 

1969 

38,210 

650 

17.0 

661 

17.5 

1970 

33,250 

652 

17.0  ! 

575 

15.2 
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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS 


ABERDARE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Live  Births : 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

315 

289 

23 

25 

652 

Livehirths  per  1,000  population 

(crude  rate)  17.0 

Illegitimate  livehirths  7 % of  all 

livehirths 


Stillbirths  % 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

5 

4 

- 

- 

9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 

stillbirths  14.O 


Total  births s Number  live  and  still  ' 661 


ENGLAND 
AND  WALES 

784,482 

16.0 

8% 


10,341 

13.0 

794,823 
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ABERDARE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Total  Deaths  - All  Ages 

Males  511  Females  264  Total  575 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (crude)  15 

Local  adjusted  rate  15.2 


Infant  (Deaths  under  one  year) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

8 

JL_ 

- 

- 

15 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  "births  23 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  25 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  - 


Neonatal  (Death  under  four  weeks) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

„ ..  7, .. 

_5_ 

- 

- 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  18 

Early  Neonatal  (Deaths  under  one  week) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

6 

- 

- 

10 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  15 

Perinatal  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week) 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

M.  I F. 

M. 

F. 

11  1 8 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  29 
Maternal  Mortality  - Number  of  Deaths  NIL 


ENGLAND 
AND  WALES 


575,208 

11.7 

11.7 


14,269 

18 

17 

26 


9,663 

12 


8,328 

11 


18,669 

23 
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INFANT  DEATHS 


The  Table  below  gives  the  vital  statistics  relating  to  infant 
deaths  for  1970  and  for  the  previous  10  years;- 


INFANT 

MORTALITY  RATE 

(Deaths  Under  one 
year  per  1,000 
Total  Live  Births) 

NEO-NATAL 
MORTALITY  RATE 

(Deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  1,000 
Total  Live  Births) 

PERI-NATAL 
MORTALITY  RATE 

(Stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000 
Total  Live  and 
Stillbirths ) 

YEAR 

ENGLAND 

AND 

WALES 

ABERDARE 

ENGLAND 

AND 

WALES 

ABERDARE 

ENGLAND 

AND 

WALES 

ABERDARE 

I960 

21.7 

40.40 

15.6 

30.30 

32.9 

44.4 

1961 

21.4 

20.10 

15. 08 

32.0 

34.4 

1962 

21.4 

36.36 

23.14 

30.8 

33.7 

1963 

20.9 

31.40 

21.49 

29.3 

29.4 

1964 

20.0 

27.64 

16.26 

23.2 

30.4 

1965 

19.0 

28.65 

19.61 

26.9 

31.2 

19  66 

19.0 

24.75 

18.15 

26.3 

41.8 

1967 

18.3 

26.31 

12.5 

19.73 

25.4 

28.0 

1968 

18.0 

27.9 

22.1 

25.0 

28.0 

1969 

18.0 

20.0 

12.0 

15.0 

23.0 

32.0 

1970 

18.0 

23.0 

12.0 

18.0 

23.0 

29.0 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  - 1970 


SEX 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Male 

19  days 

Pneumonia. 

Male 

3 hours 

Prematurity. 

Female 

20  hours 

Prematurity. 

Male 

22  hours 

Prematurity. 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome. 

Male 

1 hour 

Inhalation  of  Meconium. 
Pneumothorax.  Asphyxia. 

Female 

1 day 

Prematurity. 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome. 

Female 

1 day 

Cardio-Respiratory  failure  due  to 
Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome. 

Male 

1 day 

Prematurity. 

Male 

1 day 

Prematurity. 

Respiratory  Distress  Syndrome. 
Congenital  Heart. 

Male 

2 days 

Cardiac  Failure. 

Aspiration  Pneumonia. 

Congenital  Tracheo  Oesophageal  Fistula 

Female 

3 days 

Respiratory  Failure. 

Female 

8 days 

Mongolism. 

Female 

1 month 

Acute  Purulent  Bronchitis. 

Male 

3 months 

Broncho  Pneumonia. 

Female 

3 months 

Respiratory  Tract  Infection. 
Pierce  Robins.  Syndrome. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  table  below  gives  comparative  figures  for  rates  relating 
to  vital  statistics  during  1970. 


LIVE 

DEATHS 

INFANT 

PERINATAL 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

MORTALITY 

MORTALITY 

BIRTHS 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Popula- 
tion. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live 
Births . 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Live  and 
Still 
Births . 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Total 
Births 

ABERDARE 

17.0 

15.0 

25 

29 

14 

ENGLAND  AND 
WALES 

16.0 

11.7 

13 

25 

15 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

COUNTY 

16.1 

12.5 

21 

27 

15 

MOUNTAIN  ASH 
URDAI'T 

16.1 

12.6 

57 

52 

9 

CAERPHILLY 

URBAN 

19.8 

10.0 

26 

26 

12 

PONTYPRIDD 

URBAN 

15.2 

12.9 

21 

57 

17 

BRIDGEND  URBAN 

15.0 

15.4 

25 

50 

10 

MAESTEG  URBAN 

13.9 

12.8 

52 

55 

29 

BARRY  M.B. 

15.4 

11.9 

18 

21 

11 

NEATH  M.B. 

12.9 

15.4 

16 

26 

16 

RHONDDA  M.B. 

15.7 

15.9 

16 

50 

21 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


All  Causes 

Male 

511 

Female 

264 

Total 

575 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

1 

1 

Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Oesophagus 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

10 

8 

18 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Intestine 

6 

10 

16 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Larynx 

1 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

16 

1 

17 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 

- 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Uterus 

- 

4 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Prostate 

5 

- 

5 

Leukaemia 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

5 

12 

17 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

- 

2 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

2 

5 

Anaemias 

2 

5 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc. 

- 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

- 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

5 

1 

4 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

5 

6 

Hypertensive  Disease 

8 

8 

16 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

30 

49 

129 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

25 

29 

54 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Male 

40 

Female 

62 

Total 

102 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 

4 

13 

Influenza 

1 

4 

5 

Pneumonia 

9 

10 

19 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

36 

13 

49 

Asthma 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

14 

4 

18 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

- 

5 

5 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

6 

- 

6 

Other  Diseases  - Genito-Urinary  System 

4 

1 

5 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

2 

1 

3 

Congenital  Anomalies 

2 

2 

4 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

4 

2 

6 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

2 

3 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

3 

- 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

5 

3 

8 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

1 

1 

2 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

12 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


During  the  year  the  following  notifications  were  received:- 


Measles 

73 

Male 

CO 

Female 

Infective  Jaundice 

56 

11 

39 

It 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

n 

1 

II 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

m 

- 

Tuberculosis 

2 

n 

2 

It 

TTJBERCTJLOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  1970 


NEW  CASES  NOTIFI 

[ED 

DEATHS 

RESPIRA- 

NON-RES- 

mnm  a t 

RESPIRA- 

NON-RES- 

mnrn  a t 

TORY 

PIRATORY 

TORY 

PIRATORY 

iUliiJj 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0-5  years 

5-14 

15  - 24 

- 

- 

- 1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 44 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 64 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 1 

- 

2 

Age  unknown 

2 

1 

- 1 

4 

1 1 

- 

2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in 
the  district  over  the  past  20  years. 


MEW  CASES  NOTIFIED 

DEATHS 

RESPIRATORY 

OTHER 

FORMS 

TOTAL 

RESPIRATORY 

OTHER 

FORMS 

TOTAL 

1951 

51 

17 

68 

27 

5 

32 

1952 

44 

2 

46 

11 

1 

12 

1953 

104 

8 

112 

13 

1 

14 

1954 

74 

10 

84 

9 

5 

14 

1955 

49 

12 

61 

8 

1 

9 

1956 

25 

5 

30 

6 

1 

7 

1957 

31 

4 

35 

3 

- 

3 

1953 

28 

4 

32 

9 

- 

9 

1959 

21 

1 

22 

5 

- 

5 

i960 

17 

7 

24 

5 

- 

5 

1961 

28 

5 

33 

2 

1 

3 

1962 

28 

3 

31 

6 

1 

7 

1965 

26 

1 

27 

8 

- 

8 

1964 

18 

2 

20 

3 

1 

4 

1965 

13 

2 

15 

2 

1 

3 

19  66 

13 

- 

13 

2 

- 

2 

1967 

11 

2 

13 

2 

- 

2 

1968 

8 

1 

9 

1 

- 

1 

1969 

9 

- 

9 

3 

- 

"7 

2 

1970 

3 

1 

4 

2 

- 

2 
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FOOD  POISONING 


Food  poisoning  incidents  are  divided  into  three  categories; 


1 . General  Outbreaks  % 

2 . Family  Outbreaks : 

3 . Sporadic  Cases  s 


two  or  more  cases  in  different  families 

due  to  a common  cause. 

two  or  more  related  cases  in  the  same 

household, 

single  cases  which  are  isolated  occurrences. 


The  Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  for  this  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1970,  contained  the  following  information s- 


GENERAL  OUTBREAKS 

SPORADIC  CASES 

No.  of  Separate 
Outbreaks 

No.  of  Cases 

No.  of  Cases 

NIL 

NIL 

1 

The  sporadic  case  came  to  light  when  salmonella  panama  was  isolated 
from  a faeces  sample  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination.  Following  treatment,  further  samples  of  faeces  were 
submitted  to  the  Laboratory,  the  results  proving  negative.  The 
case  was  fully  investigated,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  ascertain 
the  source  of  the  infection. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  whole  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Urban  Area  is  supplied  by  the 
Taf  Fechan  Water  Board  and  is  derived  from  seven  sources,  six  of 
which  lie  within  the  Urban  Area. 


RESERVOIR 

CAPACITY  HI 
GALLONS 

AREA  SUPPLIED 

1TANTHIR  (Situated  on 

40,000,000 

Llwydcoed,  Abemant, 

mountainside  above 

Maesyffynon,  Godreaman 

Llwydcoed. ) 

(part),  Gwmbach  (part). 

NANTMOEL  (Situated  on 
mountainside  above 
Llwydcoed. ) 

67,000,000 

Trecynon,  Trefelin, 
Roberts town,  Abercwmboi 
Aberaman  (part). 

BWLLFA  (Graig  Storage 

7,000,000 

Foundrytown,  Davie stown 

Ponds)  (situated  in  the 

Town  Centre,  Plasdraw, 

Bwllfa/Cwmdare  village.) 

Gadlys  (part). 

NANTAMANFACH  (Situated 

60,000 

r 

Aberaman  (part), 

in  the  hollow  of  Hafod 

Godreaman  (part), 

Wen  mountain  Cwmaman.) 

Glynhaf od . 

PWLLFA  (Situated  at 

160,000 

Woodland  Terrace  to 

Ffymant,  Cwmaman, 
Catchment  area  rein- 

Glynhafod  Street. 

forced  by  pumping  from 
old  Bedlwyn  Level.) 

TAF  FECHAN  WATER  BOARD 

Upper  Neuadd 

340,000,000 

Hirwaun, 

Penywaun, 

Lower  Neuadd 

74,000,000 

Cwmdare , 

Trecynon 

Taf  Fechan 

3,400,000,000 

(part ) . 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  Taf  Fechan  Water  Board  provides  an  adequate  and  generally 
wholesome  supply  of  water  to  all  houses  and  other  premises  within 
the  Area,  \d.th  the  exception  of  a few  scattered  cottages  and 
farmhouses  on  the  "borders  of  the  Urban  Area. 


All  the  water  is  treated  "by  modem  methods  of  chlorination  and 
filtration,  and  it  is  possible  to  maintain  a reasonable  supply 
even  in  periods  of  drought. 


Bacteriological  and  chemical  sampling  of  water  is  carried  out 
at  all  stages  of  its  collection  and  treatment  by  the  Water 
Board  staff  and  consumer  samples  from  domestic  taps  are  taken 
weekly  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


A table  showing  the  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical 
tests  is  given  below s 


Source  of 
Supply 

Bacteriological  Tests 

Chemical  Tests 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

NANTHIR 

59 

57 

2 

58 

57 

1 

NANTMOEL 

48 

44 

4 

52 

49 

3 

GRAIG 

55 

55 

- 

53 

50 

3 

PWLLFA  AND 
NANTAMANFACH 

55 

51 

4 

52 

51 

1 

NEUADD 

55 

52 

1 

53 

44 

9 

OTHER  SAMPLES 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

As  I reported  last  year,  contamination  of  the  Nantmoel  and  Nanthir 
reservoirs  by  particles  of  finely  suspended  clay,  due  to  disturbance 
caused  by  the  construction  of  the  Worth  Sea  Gas  main,  still  remains 
a problem  and  will  continue  to  create  treatment  problems  for  some 
time  to  come. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Swimming  Baths  and  Paddling  Pool 


There  are  three  swimming  baths  and  one  paddling  pool  situated  in 
the  districts 

Swimming  Baths  and  Paddling  Pool  situated  at  Aberdare  Park 5 
Swimming  Baths  situated  at  PLOck  Grounds,  Aberdare 5 
Swimming  Baths  situated  at  Michael’s  Field,  Aberaman. 


Frequency  of  Water  Turnovers-  10  hourly. 

Method  of  Treatments-  Sulphate  of  Alumina  and  Soda. 


Baths 


Source  of  Filling 


Sterilisation 


ABERAMAH 

ROCK 

PARK 


Source  of 
Supply 


Hantmoel  Supply 
Bwllfa/Graig  Supply 
Bwllfa/Graig  Supply 


Sodium  Hypochlorinator 

Chlorine  Gas 

Sodium  Hypochlorinator 


Bacteriological  Tests 


Chemical  Tests 


Ho.  of 
Samples 


Satis- 

factory 


Unsatis- 

factory 


I No.  of 
Samples 


Satis- 

factory 


Unsatis- 

factory 


ROCK  BATHS 
Beep  End 
Shallow  End 

PARK  BATHS 
Beep  End 
Shallow  End 

AEERAMA2T  BATHS 
Beep  End 
Shallow  End 

PARK  PABBLING 
POOL 
Cascade 
Centre 


4 

6 


3 

4 


4 

4 
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RIVER  POLLUTION 


Efforts  to  bring  about  improved  cleanliness  and  purity  of  the 
waters  of  the  rivers  within  the  Urban  Area,  continued  through- 
out the  year.  Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  River 
Authority,  who  x^hilst  being  the  responsible  authority  in  this 
field,  welcomed  the  interest  and  active  participation  taken  by 
my  department  in  maintaining  and  improving  the  quality  of  our 
rivers . 


The  cessation  of  old  colliery  tip  recovery  works  in  the  Bwllfa 
Dare  area  has  considerably  improved  the  River  Dare.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  valley,  rivulets  flowing  from  the  Bryn  Pica 
opencast  workings  have  also  improved  in  quality  and  appearance 
since  operations  on  that  site  have  moved  further  north. 


Several  accidental  occurrences  of  sewage  pollution  have  affected 
the  Aman  River  during  the  year?  these  were  generally  caused 
through  sewer  blockages  and  were  expeditiously  and  effectively 
dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Works  department.  Here  again  tip 
recovery  works  at  Fforchaman  hMnmg  ceased,  with  consequential 
improvements  in  the  state  of  the  river.  It  is  understood  however, 
tha’G  further  tip  recovery  operations  are  a possibility  in  this 
area  and  if  these  occur,  it  is  almost  inevitable  that  some  pol- 
lution of  the  river  will  occur  again. 


On  the  Abemant  - Cwmbach  side  of  the  valley,  the  Nant-y-Geugam 
is  now  clean,  having  been  for  some  years  grossly  polluted  by 
black  sludge,  which  seeped  from  the  lagoons  at  a coal  washing 
plant.  This  plant  ceased  to  function  some  years  ago,  but  from 
the  disturbed  area  of  tips,  sludge  continued  to  find  its  way 
into  the  stream  during  heavy  rainfall.  The  ground  is  now  well 
consolidated  and  no  further  nuisance  occurs. 
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The  main  river  in  the  Cynon  valley  is  of  course  the  River  Cynon. 
In  many  ways  in  a mining  valley  such  as  this,  the  state  of  the 
river  reflects  the  state  of  the  valley  and  following  a detailed 
survey  of  the  river  in  1947 » it  has  ever  since  been  the  consis- 
tent policy  of  the  Health  Department  to  remove  each  source  of 
pollution  that  damages  the  river.  This  lias  had  subsidiary  bene- 
fits in  that  sources  of  pollution  far  removed  from  the  river, 
have  received  attention. 


The  culmination  of  this  policy  will  be  realised 5 and  the  state 

of  the  river  put  on  a secure  bases  when? 

(a)  the  Council's  reorganisation  of  the  sewerage  system  and 
the  construction  of  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Abercynon,  now  under  construction  - is  completed? 

(b)  trade  effluent  agreements  have  been  effected  with  all 
the  factories  in  the  valley.  (At  the  present  moment 
such  agreements  have  been  made  with  all  but  one  factory); 

(c)  the  Biological  Treatment  plant  - now  under  construction 
at  the  Phumacite  Plant,  to  deal  with  the  final  effluent 
from  the  ammonia  concentration  plant  and  designed  to 
reduce  toxic  substances  in  the  effluent  (mainly  phenols), 
to  a level  such  that  the  effluent  can  be  accepted  safely 
into  the  Council  sewers  - is  completed  and  brought  into 
operation.  This  is  timed  to  coincide  with  the  completion 
of  the  new  sewage  works  at  Abercynon. 


This  effluent  now  finds  its  way  intermittently  into  the  River 
Cynon,  but  will  be  finally  dealt  with  at  the  new  Sewage  Works, 
having  been  sufficiently  detoxicated  by  the  biological  treatment 
plant. 
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Two  other  specific  sources  of  pollution  are  worth  mentioning. 
Pollution  of  the  River  Cynon  near  its  source  at  Hirwaun,  occurs 
spasmodically  and  is  due  to  the  operation  of  a coal  washery 
situated  there.  Slurry  from  this  plant  enters  the  River  Cynon 
at  the  rear  of  Bute  Place,  via  one  of  its  tributaries  the 
Nant-y-Bwlch. 


But  by  far  the  most  serious  pollutant  is  that  which  affects 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  River  Cynon,  just  before  it  enters 
the  Mountain  Ash  area.  This  consists  of  an  oily  effluent, 
which  gains  access  to  the  Cynon  River  via  the  culvert  which 
connects  it  with  the  large  pond  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  Phumacite  Plantj  and  into  which  from  time  to  time  various 
"Discharges"  occur  from  the  Plant.  This  source  of  pollution 
has  been  reported  consistently  to  the  River  Authority  for 
remedial  action. 


It  can  be  said  finally,  however,  that  despite  everything  the 
River  Cynon  above  the  Phumacite  Plant  Is  generally  clean  and 
is  well  stocked  with  trout  and  other  fish.  Below  the  Phumacite 
Plant,  its  condition  is  not  so  satisfactory  and  this  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  effluent  discharging  intermittently  from  the 
Plant. 


SEWAGE  AMD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Work  on  the  reorganisation  of  the  sewerage  system  is  in  hand, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  the  new  Cynon  Valley  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Cwm  Tarm,  Abercynon,  will  be  operational  in  the  autumn 
of  1972. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  routine  work  of  keeping  the  Phumacite  Plant  and 
its  behaviour  (which  continued  to  give  rise  to  complaints  from 
local  residents)  under  observation,  was  continued  throughout 
the  year.  An  indication  of  the  continuing  concern  over  the 
problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  associated  with  the  Phuma- 
cite Plant  was  the  number  of  meetings  held  during  the  year 
to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  lessening  the  nuisance* 


The  first  meeting  held  in  January  was  held  pursuant  to  the 
promise  made  during  the  previous  year  that  the  situation  at 
the  Phumacite  Plant  (with  regard  to  the  demolition  of  old  and 
the  erection  of  new  batteries)  would  be  reviewed. 


The  National  Coal  Board  indicated  that,  because  of  the  improved 
facilities  incorporated  in  their  design,  the  ne\tf  Disticoke 
batteries  would  show  a progressive  improvement  in  performance. 

viz.;  No.  6 Battery  - already  in  operation  - working  well  already. 
No.  7 " - under  construction  — worked  well. 

No.  3 " - to  be  built  - would  work  "even  better". 


However,  they  conceded  that  there  were  definite  limits  of 
potential  improvements  with  the  Disticoke  Batteries  in  terms 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  and  stated  that  they  were  "desperate" 
to  make  the  Balfour  Pilot  Plant  work.  The  original  trials  had 
been  unsuccessful;  certain  modifications  had  been  made  and 
extended  trials  were  to  be  undertaken  to  establish  whether  the 
plant  could  produce  phumacite  in  satisfactory  quantities. 
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It  was  generally  agreed  that  a further  meeting  to  consider  the 
outcome  of  the  Balfour  proving  would  he  held  later  in  the  year, 
as  subject  to  any  unforseen  circumstances,  there  was  little 
point  in  holding  discussions  until  the  ultimate  situation  with 
regard  to  Balfour  was  clearer. 


At  the  subsequent  meeting  held  early  in  October,  when  repre- 
sentatives of  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Councils  and  Members 
of  the  Abercwmboi  Clean  Air  Committee  were  again  present,  the 
Board  reported  on  the  improvements  which  we re  in  hand  to 
lessen  pollution  from  the  briquetting  plant,  and  informed  the 
members  that  contacts  had  been  made,  with  a view  to  improving 
the  after-burners  so  that  the  whole  discharge  could  be  burnt. 
Details  were  given  of  the  difficulties  experienced  with  regard 
to  the  functioning  of  the  Balfour  Pilot  Plant,  in  that  the 
several  trials  undertaken  during  the  intervening  months  had 
not  been  entirely  successful.  It  was  reported  that  the  pol- 
lution from  the  new  batteries  was  considerably  less  than  from 
the  old  ones,  and  that  the  modified  quenching  process  on  the 
two  new  batteries  was  especially  effective.  The  discussion 
finally  concentrated  on  the  phased  programme  for  replacement 
of  the  existing  older  batteries. 


In  the  period  between  these  two  meetings,  the  performance  of 
the  Phumacite  Plant  had  given  rise  to  a very  substantial  body 
of  public  criticism?  and  representation  was  made  to  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate  seeking  an  assurance  that  the  plant  xrould  receive 
its  immediate  and  sustained  attention  to  secure  an  ameliora- 
tion of  the  conditions  thereat;  or  the  prosecution  of  the  ope- 
rators . . Subsequently,  a request  was  ma,de  by  both  local  autho- 
rities to  the  Welsh  Office,  - who  customarily  deal  with  the 
matter  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  Wales  - for  a joint  meeting 
to  consider  the  supervision  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  of  the 
"scheduled  process";  and  the  special  and  long  standing  problem 
of  the  Phumacite  Plant. 
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At  this  meeting,  held  at  the  end  of  October,  and  attended  by  represen- 
tatives of  the  Welsh  Office,  the  National  Coal  Board  and  the  Alkali 
Inspectorate,  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Councils  representatives 
reiterated  their  perpetual  concern  at  the  contining  pollution 
emanating  from  the  Phumacite  Plant.  In  spite  of  the  efforts 
instigated  to  improve  the  situation,  the  improvements  gained 
by  supression  methods  had  been  offset  by  increased  production. 


Discussion  centred  around  the  prospective  replacement  programme 
of  the  new  advanced  type  of  Disticoke  batteries,  which  had 
fallen  considerably  behind  schedule.  The  present  older, 
offending  batteries  had  exceeded  their  life  expectancy  of 
fifteen  years  and  their  performance  could  only  be  expected 
to  worsen. 


Emphasis  was  given  to  public  opinion,  which  had  become  inc- 
reasingly critical  in  recent  months,  and  to  the  growing  fear 
among  local  residents,  that  this  type  of  pollution  might  be 
a possible  danger  to  health. 


Regarding  the  replacement  programme  issue,  the  National  Coal 
Board  contended  that  this  had  of  necessity  fallen  behind 
while  experiments  with  the  Balfour  Pilot  Plant  had  been  con- 
ducted and  efforts  made  to  perfect  this  system.  They  denied 
the  claim  that  the  older  batteries  deteriorated  rapidly  after 
the  expiration  of  their  normal  life  and  resented  that  the 
Board  had  been  used  as  a target  with  regard  to  health  hazards, 
though  in  this  respect  they  were  prepared  to  collaborate  in 
any  future  efforts  initiated  to  substantiate  this  claim,  and 
would  welcome  an  unbiased  survey  of  the  Phumacite  Plant. 
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The  Alkali  Inspectorate,  assuring  both  local  authorities  of 
their  involvement  with  the  National  Coal  Board,  felt  that  the 
greatest  hope  lay  in  improving  the  new  Disticoke  batteries, 
and  were  anxious  to  pursue  liaison.  Approached  regarding  the 
lack  of  medical  knowledge  as  to  the  possible  dangers  to  health 
arising  from  the  very  evident  pollution  existing,  they  agreed 
that  a special  "probe"  to  study  and  evaluate  the  health 
hazards  might  now  be  in  order. 


As  a result  of  the  discussion  at  the  Welsh  Office  and  the 
request  that  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  conduct  a detailed  sur- 
vey to  determine  whether  there  were  medical  hazards  associated 
with  pollution  in  general,  and,  in  particular  with  that  ema- 
nating from  the  Phumacite  Plant,  the  last  weeks  of  the  year 
saw  the  initial  steps  being  taken  in  preparation  for  the 
organisation  of  such  a research  project. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 


The  table  overleaf  shows  the  resxilts  of  analyses  of  samples  of 
deposited  matter  collected  from  the  atmospheric  stations  set 
up  at  various  points  in  the  Aberdare  and  Mountain  Ash  Urban 
Districts.  These  results  are  now  given  in  metric  form  and  are 
submitted  to  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research 
and  the  National  Coal  Board  as  well  as  being  reported  periodi- 
cally to  the  two  Councils  concerned.  The  figures  denote  esti- 
mated solids  in  milligrammes  per  square  metre  and  if  divided 
by  13  can  be  compared  with  the  figures  of  previous  years' 
tables  which  expressed  estimated  solids  in  tons  per  square 
mile. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 
MEASUREMENT  OF  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 

During  the  year,  work  on  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  con- 
tinued and  two  operators  were  employed  full  time  by  the  Council. 

Below  will  be  found  details  of  treatments  carried  out  during  the 
years- 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 

NON- 

AGRICULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

1. 

No.  of  properties  in  District 

15s 543 

43 

2. 

a)  No.  of  properties  inspected 

following  notifications 

513 

28 

b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

445 

7 

(ii)  Mice 

68 

21 

3. 

a)  Total  no.  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

214 

15 

b)  No.  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

7 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

19 

3 

SEW3R  TREATMENTS 


Two  treatments  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  were  carried  out  during  1970 
and  consisted  of  baiting  the  manholes  twice  at  weekly  intervals  using 
a bait  made  as  detailed  overleaf %- 
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SEWER  TREATMENTS 


85%  Pinhead  oatmeal 
5%  Sugar 

0 . 5%  Para-nitro-phenol 


5%  Mineral  oil 
5%  Warfarin 


Some  brief  particulars  of  the  treatments  are  given  below;- 


Pirst  Treatment  Completed  in  April  1970 


No.  of 
man- 
holes 

No. 

Baited 

FIRST  BAIT 

SECOND  BAIT 

No.  of 

manholes 

not 

baited 

No.  of 
good  and 
complete 
takes 

No. 

of 

small 

takes 

No. 
of  ; 
no 

takes 

No.  of 
good  and 
complete 
takes 

No. 

of 

small 

takes 

No. 

of 

no 

takes 

623 

Second 

623 

591 

Treatm 

583 

50 

mt  Comple 
56 

2 

ited  ir 
2 

559  1 1 

l October  1970 

525 1 2 

8 

10 

582 

571 

32 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


All  refuse  collected  is  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip,  and 
controlled  tipping,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  is  being  operated  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  rodent 
operators,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  rodent  infestation  is  no 
longer  a serious  problem. 
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NOISE 


Apart  from  the  annoyance  factor,  prolonged  exposure  to  noise, 
especially  if  it  is  above  about  90  decibels,  produces  a definite 
affect  on  hearing. 


Reduction  of  the  noise  level  in  motor  cars  and  commercial  vehicles 
is  important  because  vehicles  are  chiefly  responsible  for  raising 
the  noise  level  in.  Urban  Areas. 


Tests  were  carried  out  during  the  yeah  on  motor  vehicles'  noise  with 
some  interesting,  results s- 


Location 

Period 

Average 
Noise  Rating 
In  Decibels. 

HEADS  OF  VALLEYS  ROAD, 
HIRWATJN . 

10  minutes 

95  decibels 

HIRWAUN  ROAD,  PENYWAUN. 

10  minutes 

89  decibels 

LLEIJELLYN  STREET,  TRECYNON. 

10  minutes 

35  decibels 

CWMBACH  ROAD. 

10  minutes 

87  decibels 

Most  complaints  received  during  the  year  concerned  industrial, 
commercial  and  domestic  noise.  Domestic  noise  however  should  be 
reduced  in  future  with  the  advent  of  the  recent  Building  Regulations 
which  will  diminish  the  transmission  of  noise  between  houses  and 
reduce  annoyance. 


Industrial 

Commercial 

Domestic 

NO.  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

5 

1 

1 

M0.  OF  COMPLAINTS  INVESTIGATED 

3 

1 

1 

NO.  OF  NUISANCES  CONFIRMED 

3 

1 

1 

NO.  OF  NUISANCES  REMEDIED  INFORMALLY 

3 

1 

1 

Noise  Abatement  Act  i960 

NIL 
NIL 
NIL 


No.  of  abatement  Notices  under  Section  1 
No.  of  nuisance  orders  under  Section  1 
No.  of  complaints  under  Section  2 
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CINEMAS 


All  cinemas  within  the  area  are  provided  with  adequate  and  satisfactory 
toilet  arrangements.  However,  periodic  vandalism  still  occurs  and 
creates  problems  for  management  and  staff. 


During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  approved  Certificates  of  Fitness 
with  regard  to  first-aid,  fire-fighting,  etc.,  and  electrical  ins- 
tallations. This  service  is  administered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 


There  is  one  registered  common  lodging  house  in  the  Urban  Area. 

A number  of  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  who  reported  on  each  occasion  that  the 
conditions  were  satisfactory  and  the  relevant  Sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  19 36  and  the  byelaws  made  under  the  Act  were  being 
complied  with. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


The  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  District  and  during 
the  year  under  review  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  approximated  to  one  sample  per  95  members  of  the  populatio 


In  the  course  of  the  year,  the  samples  (formal  and  informal  and  private 
purchasers'  complaints)  detailed  overleaf  were  submitted  to  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Public  Analysts- 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Sample 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Baking  Powder 

3 

Beetroot 

4 

Blancmange  Powder 

2 

Butter 

8 

Cereals 

1 

Bread 

4 

Confectionery 

20 

3 

Cheese 

13 

2 

Coffee 

6 

Chutney 

5 

Cream  and  Cream  Products 

18 

Drugs  and  Medicinal  Preps. 

11 

Dripping 

5 

1 

Fish  Paste 

10 

Fish  (Fresh) 

2 

2 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  (Fresh) 

5 

Fruit  and  Vegetable  (Canned) 

26 

1 

Gravy  Preparations 

3 

Fruit  Juice 

8 

Herbs 

13 

Faggots 

1 

Honey 

3 

Custard  Powder 

4 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

15 

Jelly 

7 

Margarine 

6 

Meat 

4 

1 

Meat  (Canned) 

8 

1 

Meat  Paste 

9 

Peanuts  (Salted) 

1 

Pies  and  Pasties 

14 

1 

Potato  Mix 

11 

Milk 

58 

3 

Mi  11c  Products 

5 

1 

Mint  Preparations 

3 

1 

Mussels 

1 

Tea 

2 

Pepper 

5 

Sugar 

4 

Sausages 

8 

1 

Soups 

8 

Sauces  and  Ketchup 

16 

Soft  Drinks 

28 

Sweeteners  (Artificial ) 

1 

Vinegar 

4 

TOTAL 

387 

24 
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POOD  AID  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Below  and  continued  overleaf  are  details  of  the  foods  which  were 
found  to  he  unsatisfactory,  together  with  the  action  taken?- 


lo. 

Type 

Food 

Remarks 

1A 

Complaint 

Slab  Cake  with  needle 
inside • 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
manufacturer. 

17A 

Informal 

Artificial  sweetener 
contained  cyclamates. 

Stocks  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered by  shop. 

38A 

Complaint 

Tin  of  Carrots  with 
tin  holed. 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
shop. 

64A 

Complaint 

Salted  Peanuts  con- 
tained jute  fibre. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Firm  concerned  fined  £15. 

65A 

Complaint 

Leicester  cheese 
mouldy. 

Insufficient  evidence. 
Warning  letter  sent  to 
manuf  ac  tur e r . 

12  3A 

Complaint 

Hake  - unpleasant 
odour. 

Analysts  report  did  not 
warrant  proceedings. 

124A 

Complaint 

Fruit  Pie  - mouldy. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Vendor  concerned  fined  £5. 

152A 

Complaint 

Cheese  containing 
insect. 

Insufficient  evidence  to 
support  proceedings. 

153A 

Complaint 

Milk  bottle  - cement 
inside . 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Bottlers  fined  £10. 

154A 

Complaint 

Fruit  pie  - mouldy. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Vendor  fined  £10. 

155A 

Complaint 

Milk  bottle  with  glass 
inside . 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Bottlers  fined  £25. 

156A 

Complaint 

Bread  containing  jute 
fibre . 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Bakery  fined  £25* 

195A 

Complaint 

Mouldy  Bread. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Supplier  fined  £10. 

196a 

Complaint 

Dripping  - rancid 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Vendor  fined  £5. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


No. 

Type 

Food 

Remarks 

231A 

Complaint 

'Nimble1  Bread  - 
mouldy. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Supplier  fined  £10. 

233A 

Complaint 

Mouldy  bread. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Bakery  fined  £10. 

234A 

Complaint 

Tin  of  Chop  Pork  and 
Ham  - discoloured. 

Analyst  reported  dis- 
colouration due  to  "sul- 
phiding" . 

244A 

Complaint 

Roast  pork  containing 
maggots. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Vendor  fined  £15. 

273A 

Complaint 

Black  pudding  - mouldy. 

Naming  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

274A 

Complaint 

Cheddar  cheese  - 
mouldy. 

Proceedings  instituted. 
Supplier  fined  £10. 

334A 

Complaint 

Ostermilk  - strong 
odour. 

Analyst  reported  Ostermilk 
in  good  condition. 

368A 

Complaint 

Bottle  of  milk  con- 
taining a pin. 

Insufficient  evidence  to 
support  proceedings. 

297A 

Informal 

Cornish  pasty.  Meat 
content  low. 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
manufacturer. 

210A 

Informal 

Garden  mint  containing 
mould. 

Stocks  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered. 

289A 

Informal 

Milk  shake  flavouring  - 
vitamin  deficiency. 

Stocks  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered. Warning  letter 
sent  to  manufacturer. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  is  one  poultry  processing  plant  within  the  area,  in  which  pre- 
packed, pre-inspected  poultry  is  roasted.  Local  inspection  of  the 
poultry  is  therefore  unnecessary. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963 


Number  of  Sterilising  Plants  Licensed  1 

Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants  Licensed  1 

Number  of  dealers  authorised  to  use  special  designation 
"Pasteurised"  23 

Number  of  dealers  authorised  to  use  special  designation 
"Sterilised"  22 

Number  of  dealers  authorised  to  use  the  special  designation 
"Untreated"  3 

Number  of  dealers  authorised  to  use  the  special  designation 
"U0H.T0"  12 


REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  MILK 


The  following  is  a summary  of  bacteriological  examinations  carried 
out  during  the  year,  all  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff. 


Milk  No.  of  Samples  Unsatisfactory 


PASTEURISED 


74 


2 


STERILISED 


1 


HOMOGENISED 


19 


1 


CHANNEL  ISLAND 


32 


5 
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EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 


A total  of  six  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cardiff,  for  examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


ANTIBIOTICS  IN  MILK 


Antibiotics  are  much  used  for  the  treatment  of  mastitis  in  cows,  and 
all  four  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 


A total  of  six  samples  of  untreated  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  for  brucella  abortus. 
All  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


THE  MILK  AND  IAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1959 


At  31st  December,  1970?  twenty- three  distributors  and  eleven  dairies 
(not  being  dairy  farms)  were  listed  in  the  Authority's  register. 

Under  regulation  8 of  the  above  Regulations,  a distributor  is  required 
to  be  licensed  only  with  the  local  authority  in  whose  area  the  premises 
from  which  milk  is  distributed  are  situated. 
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UNSOUND  POOD 


Consignments  of  food  which  have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  or 
condemned  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  are  despatched  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  and  buried 
under  supervision.  The  tip  is  regularly  inspected  to  ensure 
minimum  insect  and  rodent  infestation. 


During  the  year  miscellaneous  articles  of  food  weighing  6 tons, 
6 cwts,  74  lbs,  were  disposed  of  in  this  way. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


I must  again  express  my  gratitude  to  Dr.  L.E.  Coles,  Public  Analyst, 
and  to  Dr.  R.W.S.  Harvey  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  the 
advice  and  assistance  I have  had  from  them  in  connection  with  the 
wide  variety  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  and  investi- 
gations which  they  have  carried  out  on  behalf  of  the  Authority. 


POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  - SECTION  16 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  • 3 

Number  registered  during  1970  - 

Number  of  premises  and  vehicles  registered  for  sale  of  ice-cream  202 

Number  registered  during  1970  2 

TOTAL  207. 


36 


ICE  CREAM 


At  51st  December,  1970 » there  were  207  registered  ice-cream  dealers 
within  the  Urban  District,  three  of  which  manufacture  their  own  ice- 
cream. The  majority  of  retailers  purchase  ready-made  ice-cream,  in 
hygienic  containers,  and  maintain  it  at  the  required  temperature  in 
refrigerators  provided  by  the  wholesaler. 


All  the  shop  premises  and  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
were  repeatedly  inspected  and  kept  under  observation;  and  also 
samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination. 


LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION ) REGULATIONS  1963 


Number  of  Egg  Pasteurising  Plants  within  district  NIL 

Number  of  liquid  egg  samples  submitted  to  Alpha-amylese  test  NIL 


THE  POOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS , STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 
REGULATIONS  1966 


During  the  year  a total  of  90  inspections  were  carried  out  on  Mobile 
Pood  vendors  and  food  delivery  vehicles.  Whilst  the  general  standard 
of  hygiene  was  satisfactory,  minor  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
were  noted,  but  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  few  defects  that  did 
exist  were  remedied  without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  statutory 
action. 
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TEE  FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  I96O-63 


The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continue  their  work  of  education  in  food 
hygiene,  together  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  all  premises 
involved  in  the  handling,  preparation  and  storage  of  food. 

During  the  year,  329  inspections  were  carried  out  at  food  premises 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  13  statutory  notices  under  the 
above  Regulations  in  order  to  bring  the  premises  up  to  standard. 


During  the  year  proceedings  were  instituted  on  three  occasions  in 
respect  of  local  shopkeepers  contravening  regulation  9 of  the  above 
Regulations  in  that  they  were  smoking  a cigarette  in  a food  room  in 
which  open  food  was  displayed  for  the  purpose  of  sale  for  human 
consumption.  Fines  amounting  to  £8  were  imposed  by  the  magistrates. 


SUMMARY  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  WITHIN  AREA 


Type  of  Shop 

No. 

No . fitted  to 
comply  with 
Regulation  16 
(W.H.  basins) 

No . to  which 
Regulation 
19  applies 
(sinks) 

No.  of  premises 
fitted  with 
basins  and  sinks 

GENERAL  DEALER 

60 

59 

59 

59 

GROCERS 

43 

42 

40 

40 

GREENGROCERS 

8 

3 

3 

3 

CONFECTIONERS 

33 

33 

33 

33 

RESTAURANTS 

9 

9 

9 

9 

BUTCHERS 

27 

27 

26 

26 

FISH  AND  CHIPS 

21 

15 

21 

15 

FISHMONGERS 

2 

2 

2 

2 

SUPERMARKETS 

4 

4 

4 

4 

OTHERS 

2 

2 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

209 

196 

199 

193 
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ABERDARE  MARKET 


The  general  maintenance  and  cleanliness  of  the  stalls  is  fairly  good, 
despite  a general  lack  of  facilities. 


Problems  do  arise,  however,  due  to  the  incorrect  storage  of  offensive 
materials.  This  has  been  somewhat  alleviated  by  a new  refuse  store 
inside  the  market  yard,  The  correct  storage  of  the  most  offensive 
refuse  in  properly  covered  bins,  which  are  provided,  would  certainly 
see  the  end  of  the  nuisance. 


LICENSED  PREMISES  - HYGIENE 


Periodic  inspections  were  again  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
of  all  licensed  premises  within  the  area,  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  hygienic  standards  and  practices  are  generally  satisfactory. 


Again  I wish  to  stress  the  close  liaison  that  exists  between  the 
police  and  the  Public  Health  Department  with  regard  to  the  inspection 
of  licensed  premises  within  the  district. 


39 


GENERAL  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  SERVICES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


1.  Services  Provided  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Midwifery,  Home  Nursing,  Home 
Help,  Chiropody,  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods,  Issuing  of 
Sick  Room  Requisites,  School  Medical  and  Health  Visiting, 
Cervical  Cytology,  Family  Planning. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officers 

Headquarters;  Divisional  Health  Office,  The  Clinic, 

Rock  Grounds,  Aberdare.  Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2497/3 


(b)  Mental  Health  Service 


The  duly  authorised  officers  for  this  area  ares- 
Mr.  N.  Cox,  169  Kenry  Street,  Tonypandy. 

Mr.  B.H.  Kevis,  34  Treneol,  Cwmaman. 

Area  Offices-  55  Cemetery  Road,  Trecynon,  Aberdare. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  35^3* 


(c)  Ambulance  Service 


The  Ambulance  Station  for  this  area  is  situated  at  Hawthorn, 
Rhydyfelin,  Pontypridd,  Glam.  Tel.  No.  Pontypridd  3973* 


(d)  Welfare  Service 


Officers  of  the  Welfare  Service  are  available  to  offer  advice 
and  assistance  to  those  in  need  of  hostel  accommodation,  the 
blind  and  the  handicapped. 

Area  Offices-  47  Llewellyn  Street,  Trecynon,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  3013* 
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(e)  Children’s  Department 


The  office  of  the  Children's  Department  of  the  County  Council 
is  at  Greyfriars  Road,  Cardiff.  Tel.  Ho.  Cardiff  23053. 

Area  Offices-  Courthouse  Street,  Pontypridd.  Tel.  Ho.  Ponty- 
pridd 3015* 


(f)  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages 


This  area  ccmes  under  the  Pontypridd  District  and  the 
Superintendent's  Office  is  at  Courthouse  Street,  Pontypridd. 
Tel.  Ho.  Pontypridd  3122. 

The  local  Registrar's  Office  is  at  21  Cardiff  Street,  Aber- 
dare.  Tel.  Ho.  Aberdare  2008. 


2 . Probation  Officers 


The  address  of  the  Principal  Probation  Officer  iss-  St.  Cathe- 
rine's Chamber,  Mill  Street,  Pontypridd.  Tel.  Ho.  Pontypridd  2157* 


For  this  area  the  Probation  Officers  ares- 
Mr.  C.  Jenkins  and  Miss  E.  Parker. 

Probation  Officers  Offices-  21  Cardiff  Street,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  Ho.  Aberdare  2901. 


The  Youth  Employment  Officer  for  this  area  is;-  Mr.  Y/.V.  McCarthy, 

Youth  Employment  Bureau,  Y/ind  Street,  Aberdare.  Tel.  Ho.  Aberdare  2795* 


3.  Hospital  Services  provided  by  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 


Hospital  facilities  for  this  area  are  administered  by  the  Merthyr  and 
Aberdare  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  office  of  the  Committee 
is  at  St.  Tydfil's  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Tel.  Ho.  Merthyr  3401* 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  hospitals  and  clinics  used  by  the 
residents  of  the  areas- 


Aberdare  General  Hospital,  Abemant.  Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2411 
Fedw  Hir  Convalescent  Hospital,  Llwydcoed,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2612 

Mountain  Ash  General  Hospital,  Caegarw,  Mountain  Ash. 

Tel.  No.  Mountain  Ash  2212 

Mardy  Isolation  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil. (For  infectious  diseases) 

Tel.  No.  Merthyr  Tydfil  358I 

St.  Tydfil's  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Tel.  No.  Merthyr  3401 
Merthyr  General  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Tel.  No.  Merthyr  3651 
Chest  Clinic  at  Aberdare  General  Hospital,  Abemant,  Aberdare. 

Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2411 

(This  clinic  is  available  on  Monday  mornings  and  Thursday  afternoons.) 


4.  Services  provided  by  Government  Departments 


(a)  Ministry  of  Central  Social  Security  (Wales),  Centra]  Office  (Wales), 
Government  Buildings,  St.  Agnes  Road,  Gabalfa,  Cardiff. 

Tel.  No.  Cardiff  62131 


(b)  Pneumoconiosis  Medical  Panel 


The  office  is  situated  at  the 

East  Entrance,  Prudential  Building,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff. 
Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26l6l 

(c)  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 


The  local  office  for  supplementary  benefits  for  this  district 
is  at 

Glanynys,  Cwmbach  Road,  Aberdare.  Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2343 


The  local  office  for  Pensions  and  National  Insurance  is  at 
4 Victoria  Square,  Aberdare.  Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2541 
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(d)  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service 


Employment  Exchange,  Monk  Street,  Aberdare. 
Tel.  No.  Aberdare  2383 


5.  General  Practitioner  Service 


This  service  is  provided  by  the 
Glamorgan  Executive  Council, 

(National  Health  Council) , Churchill  House,  Churchill  Way,  Cardiff. 
Tel.  No.  Cardiff  26216 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 


Throughout  1970  the  service  continued  to  provide  three  meals  per 
week  to  all  recipients.  Where  required,  in  an  emergency,  five  meals 
per  week  have  been  provided  for  short  periods. 


All  meals  supplied  were  prepared  at  St.  Mary’s  Social  Centre  and 
were  the  same  content  and  price  as  meals  supplied  at  the  Centre. 


The  following  statistics  cover  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1970* 


Number  of  meals  delivered  during  year  49,741 

Number  of  meals  delivered  since  inception  of  service  232,848 


During  the  year  86  ne\*  customers  were  accepted 
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Cancellations 


Deaths  6 4 

Others  20 


Humber  requiring  3 meals  per  week  342 

ii  ii  2 " » 52 

" " 1 meal  per  week  1 

(SPECIAL)  " H 5 meals  per  week  2 

Number  of  customers  on  list  377 


Figures  issued  by  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  show  that  there  are 
5,400  persons  aged  65  years  and  over  resident  in  the  Urban  District. 
7%  of  this  number  receive  meals  on  wheels. 


OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 


(a)  Porthcawl  Rest 


This  year  42  tickets  were  distributed  through  the  14  Old  Age  Pen- 
sioners Branches  in  the  area  on  the  understanding  that  all  old  people 
resident  in  the  area  were  eligible  for  a ticket.  In  addition  the 
Council  acted  as  "agent"  to  enable  other  old  people  to  purchase 
tickets  for  themselves,  as  the  "Rest"  does  not  supply  tickets  to 
individuals. 


(b)  Welsh  Old  People's  Week 


This  event  was  held  between  27th  September  and  3*><1  October,  1970. 

A sum  of  £300  was  distributed  between  the  14  O.A.P.  branches  of  the 
area  to  help  them  provide  a function  which  all  old  people  in  their 
area  could  attend. 
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(c)  Alexandra  Rose  Day 


This  event  was  held  on  19th/20th  June,  1970 » and-  a collection  of 
£261.12. lid.  was  realised.  The  expenditure,  up  to  a maximum  of  £40, 
incurred  in  promoting  this  event,  was  met  by  the  Council. 


ST.  MARY'S  SOCIAL  CENTRE 


The  popularity  of  the  Centre  continued  to  increase  during  the  year. 
This  is  best  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  the  daily  average  number 
of  meals  served  at  the  centre  increased  from  100  per  day  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  140  per  day  at  the  end.  The  total  number 
of  members  is  now  3,600  of  which  3 >000  are  full  members  and  600  are 
associate  members. 


Number  of  meals  provided  during  the  year;  Centre  33,676 

Meals  on  Wheels  49 >741 
85,417 


Each  Wednesday  a concert  or  feature  film  show  is  provided  and  the 
attendance  is  quite  good.  The  use  of  a mini  bus  by  the  Red  Cross 
enables  a dozen  housebound  old  people  to  be  brought  to  the  centre 
for  these  events  and  this  service  is  much  appreciated.  Other  act- 
ivities include  whist  drives,  old  tyme  dancing,  carpentry  and 
quilting  classes. 


The  centre  is  used  on  at  least  four  occasions  per  week  by  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council  for  handicapped  and  social  classes  for 
the  blind,  deaf  and  handicapped.  Voluntary  organisations  using  the 
centre  include  British  Polio  Fellowship,  Aberdare  Area  O.A.P.  Exe- 
cutive Committee,  Alexandra  Rose  Day  Committee  and  Aberdare  Area 
O.A.P.  Eisteddfod  Committee. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  - SECTION  21  (l)(b) 


Homeless  Families  - Intermediate  Accommodation 

Since  1964  four  units  at  the  Old  Isolation  Hospital,  Llanwonno 
Road,  Mountain  Ash,  have  been  provided  for  use  as  intermediate 
accommodation,  the  scheme  being  administered  through  a Joint 
Committee  of  three  Councils  viz;-  Aberdare,  Mountain  Ash  and 
Pontypridd. 


Four  families  who  took  advantage  of  the  temporary  accommodation 
during  1969  were  rehoused  by  local  authorities  - three  with 
Pontypridd  Urban  District  and  one  with  Mountain  Ash. 


This  year  two  families  were  housed  in  the  flatsi  one,  a family 
from  Aberdare  district,  leaving  without  notice  shortly  after 
taking  up  residence  and  the  other,  from  Pontypridd  left  in 
October  after  obtaining  accommodation  privately. 


The  future  of  the  scheme  at  the  moment  is  very  much  in  the  balance, 
as  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  considerable  damage  was  caused 
by  vandals,  and  while  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  approached 
the  County  Council  for  assistance  towards  reinstating  the  units  - 
present  cost  estimated  at  £4,296  - no  formal  reply  has  been 
received  in  relation  to  this  request  for  financial  aid. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Below  are  details  of  habitable  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  at 
31st  December,  1970:- 


Pre-War  private  houses  9 ,732 
Pre-War  local  authority  houses  (erected)  576 
Pre-War  local  authority  miscellaneous  houses  (owned)  35 


10,395 

Post-War  private  houses  (1138)  and  police  houses  (30)  1,168 
Post-War  local  authority  houses  (erected)  2,625 
Post-War  local  authority  miscellaneous  houses  (owned)  4 


14,190 


During  1970,  twenty  houses  were  erected  by  private  enterprise  and 
forty-three  houses  were  demolished  or  closed  as  a result  of  individual 
demolition  and  closing  orders. 


Details  of  local  authority  houses  are  as  follows:- 


District 

Pre  (1959)  War 
Dwellings 

Post  1959 
Dwellings 

Total 

TREWAUN 

18 

18 

TRENAHT 

132 

- 

152 

TREEELIN 

140 

- 

140 

TREHEOL 

72 

- 

72 

PEEYWAUH 

24 

1,017 

1,041 

LLWYDCOED 

106 

94 

200 

ABERRANT 

40 

48 

88 

CWMBACH 

44 

555 

579 

TY  ERY 

— 

120 

120 

HEO  L- Y-MYNYDD 

- 

72 

72 

CWMDARE 

- 

557 

557 

ABERAMAi'T 

- 

40 

40 

HIRWAUN 

- 

542 

542 

MISCELLANEOUS 

55 

4 

59 

611 

2,629 

5,240 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Types  of  Dwellings  with  Humber  of  Bedrooms 


Type  of  Dwelling 

No.  of  Bedrooms 

No.  of  Dwellings 

B.I.S.F.  STEEL  DWELLINGS 

3 

96 

TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 

4 

50 

TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 

3 

1,093 

TRADITIONAL  HOUSES 

2 

218 

PLATS 

3 

96 

PLATS 

2 

528 

PLATS 

1 

260 

BUNGALOWS 

1 

18 

BEDSITTERS 

- 

42 

MISCELLANEOUS 

39 

TOTAL 

3,240 

As  at  31st  December,  1970,  there  was  a total  of  440  applicants  on 
the  Council's  housing  list. 


Set  out  below  is  a table  indicating  the  number  of  applicants  from 
each  ward  and  from  areas  outside  Aberdare  Urban  District. 


WARD 

SUB-TENANTS 

TENANTS 

TOTAL 

1 

55 

53 

113 

2 

6 

28 

34 

3 

18 

33 

56 

4 

24 

44 

68 

5 

19 

52 

71 

TOTAL 

122 

220 

342 

OUTSIDE  AREA  APPLICANTS 

00 

GRAND  TOTAL 

440 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS 


I have  to  report,  similar  to  previous  years,  that  housing  repairs 
during  the  year  have  not  "been  without  their  unsolved  problems  of 
getting  landlords  to  undertake  repairs.  Continued  efforts  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  older 
properties  have  resulted  in  a substantial  number  of  houses  being 
attended  to,  although  it  has  been  necessary  to  resort  to  formal 
action  in  some  cases. 

The  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  continue  to  make  the  task 
of  enforcing  housing  repairs,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  lower 
rented  properties,  a most  difficult  one  to  deal  with. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  1970 

a)  Total  no.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Housing  Acts  and  Public  Health  Acts  611 

b)  Ho.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1098 

c)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  of 
danger  or  injurious  to  health,  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  74 

d)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  537 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  1970  without  service  of 

formal  notices  75 

5.  Proceedings  under  Section  9>  Housing  Act  1957 

a)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  2 

b)  Ho.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notice  2 

(i)  By  owner  1 

(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owner  1 


HOUSING  REPAIRS 


4.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

a)  No®  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs :- 

Public  Health  Act  195&  - Section  58 

Section  59 
Section  36 
Section  45 
Section  95 
Section  47 
Section  58 

Public  Health  Act  1961  - Section  24 

b)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 


5.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17,  Housing  Act  1957 

6.  Proceedings  under  Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957 


HOUSING  ACT  1969  - PART  III 


Section  45  - Qualification  Certificates 

a)  Applications:  Received 

Granted 

Refused 


Section  46  - Certificates  of  Provisional  Approval 

a)  Applications:  Received 

Granted 

Refused 


HOUSING  ACT  19 69  - PART  III 


Section  54 

Number  of  county  court  orders  made  empowering  landlords 
to  enter  and  carry  out  works 


RENT  ACT  1957 


1.  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

a)  No.  of  applications  for  certificates 

b)  No.  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

c)  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(i)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(ii)  In  respect  of  all  defects 

d)  No.  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  -under 
paragraph  5 of  first  schedule 

e)  No.  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority 
under  provision  to  paragraph  5 of  first  schedule 

f)  No.  of  certificates  issued 


2.  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

g)  Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority  for 
cancellation  of  certificate  of  disrepair 

h)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 
certificates 

i)  Decisions  by  local  authority  to  cancel  in  spite 
of  tenants  objection 

j)  Certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority 
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ACTION  ON  HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  HABITATION 
(HOUSING  ACT  1957) 


During  1970s-  Demolition  Orders  served  54 

Closing  Orders  served  J>6 

Closing  Orders  served  substituted 
by  Demolition  Orders 

Undertakings  accepted  2 

Schemes  accepted  2 


Occupants  from  54  unfit  properties  have  been  rehoused  by  the  local 
authority  during  the  year. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

HOUSING  (FINANCIAL  PROVISIONS)  ACT  1958  AND 
HOUSE  AND  HOUSE  PURCHASE  ACT  1959 


I have  to  report  that  during  1970,  applications  for  improve- 
ment grants  have  been  received  from  252  applicants.  The 
number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year  was  125  and 
the  amount  involved  £57 >483. 8. Id. 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AID  CONTROL  ON  DEVELOHIEITTS  ACT  I960  AND 
CARAVAN  SITES  ACT  1968 


A survey  carried  out  in  December  1970,  revealed  that  of  the 
three  residential  caravan  sites  in  the  area,  one  only  had  a 
full  complement  of  caravans,  and  several  of  these  were  not 
occupied. 


The  details  were  as  follows s- 


SITE 


MAXIMUM  NUMBER  NUMBER  OP  APPROXIMATE 

OF  CARAVANS  CARAVANS  NUMBER  OP 

PERMITTED  ON  SITE  RESIDENTS 


Bryn  Rhos  50 

Caravan  Site, 

Trenant . 

Mountain  Vi ew  20 

Caravan  Site, 

Trenant . 

Pleasant  View  50 

Caravan  Site, 

Trecynon. 


50  140 
7 28 
34  102 


The  number  of  people  living  in  caravans  has  increased  over  the 
past  10  years,  and  while  these  living  conditions  are  far  from 
ideal  for  families  with  children,  such  dwellings  provide  a 
necessary  addition  to  the  stock  of  conventional  houses.  A cara- 
van is  neither  a cheap  nor  a congenial  form  of  accommodation, 
as  rents  are  high  varying  between  £3.50  and  £5.00  per  week,  and 
living  space  is  restricted  thus  putting  families  - often  the 
least  stable  - under  severe  strain. 
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During  the  year  Aberdare  Council  has  approved  the  allocation 
of  houses  to  caravan  occupiers,  special  consideration  being 
given  to  problem  families  and  those  suffering  from  ill  health. 
However,  the  problem  of  providing  better  housing  conditions  for 
these  occupants  is  a continuing  one  which  is  unlikely  to  diminish 
in  the  near  future.  While  this  need  continues,  the  introduction 
of  statutory  standars  requiring  an  improved  standard  of  caravan 
construction  would  prove  of  benefit  to  those  who  are  by  necessity 
forced  to  live  in  this  type  of  accommodation. 


Surveillance  of  the  local  sites  has  been  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  and  whilst  a number  of  minor  complaints  have  been 
received,  the  sites  are  reasonably  well  conducted.  The  fire 
hazard  in  caravans  continues  to  be  a major  concern,  but  only 
one  fire  occurred  during  the  yars  and  this  fortunately  without 
injury  to  the  occupants.  Each  site  is  fully  equipped  with 
fixed  fire  fighting  points,  hydrants  and  extinguishers. 


There  are  two  single  caravans  parked  on  isolated  sites  within 
the  urban  area,  both  plots  of  land  have  a limited  planning 
consent  and  caravan  site  licenses.  Three  caravans  which  were 
exempt  under  the  first  schedule  of  the  Act  and  which  were  used 
in  connection  with  Public  Works  Developments,  have  now  left 
the  area. 
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CREMATORIUM  - LLWYDCOED 


The  progressive  growth  in  the  number  of  cremations,  and  the 
worsening  of  traffice  conditions  on  the  route  to  Glyntaff , 
highlighted  the  increasing  need  for  the  establishment  of  a 
new  crematorium  within  the  area. 


Work  on  the  building  of  a new  crematorium  - a joint  project 
between  Aberdare  District  Council  and  Merthyr  Borough  Council  - 
proceeded  during  the  year  and  the  crematorium  was  officially 
opened  by  the  Chairman  of  Aberdare  Council  and  the  Mayor  of 
Merthyr  on  Saturday,  5th  December,  1970* 


The  first  cremations  took  place  during  the  last  few  weeks  of 
the  year. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  COUNCIL  EMPLOYEES 


During  the  year  152  persons  were  medically  examined.  The 
examination  were  for  the  purpose  of  the  Council's  Superannuation 
Scheme,  application  for  Breakdown  Pensions,  Public  Service 
Vehicle  and  Heavy  Goods  Vehicle  licensing. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  DURING  1970 

No.  of  houses  and  premises  inspected  6ll 

No.  of  houses  and  premises  re-visited  437 

No.  of  Notices  served  - preliminary  245 

No.  of  Notices  served  - Statutory  170 

Drains  cleansed  or  repaired  141 

Flush  tanks  renewed  72 

New  closets  erected  to  existing  buildings  12 

Yards  paved  or  repaired  7 6 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  87 

Defective  walls  repaired  95 

Defective  chimneys  repaired  66 

Defective  ceilings  repaired  63 

Defective  floors  repaired  43 

Defective  doors  repaired  or  renewed  32 

Defective  windows  repaired  or  renewed  83 

Defective  fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  13 

Defective  ovens  renewed  4 

New  eaves-gutters  and  downpipes  fixed  95 

Accumulation  of  refuse  removed  113 

Other  nuisances  abated  268 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  134 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 

examination  270 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  268 

Number  of  verminous  houses  inspected  76 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  food  and  drugs  analysis  411 

Number  of  infectious  disease  cases  investigated  28 
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SUMMARY  OP  WORK  ROHE  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  BURIITG  1970 


Disinfection 

Humber  of  houses  fumigated  after  infectious  diseases  51 
Humber  of  articles  disinfected  175 
Humber  of  articles  destroyed  19 


Drain  Testing 

Humber  of  drains  tested  491 

Humber  of  drains  relaid  38 

Humber  of  drains  cleansed  or  repaired  201 

Humber  of  drains  connected  to  sewer  96^- 


Bakehouses 

8 

49 
14 


Humber  on  register 
Humber  of  inspections 
Humber  of  defects  remedied 


Lodging  Houses 

1 

6 


Humber  on  register 
Humber  of  inspections 


Dairies 

Humber  on  register 
Humber  of  inspections 
Humber  of  defects  remedied 


11 

25 

4 
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APPENDIX 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE 
TEAR  1970  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  ABERDARE  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  GLAMORGAN. 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  OH  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 


Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (inc- 
luding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


8 

0 

0 

NUMBER 

OF 

PREMISES 

(1) 

REGI- 

STER 

(2) 

INSPEC- 

TIONS 

(5) 

WRITTEN 

NOTICES 

(4) 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSECUTED 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section 
1,  2,  3 9 4 and.  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities. 

8 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  local  autho- 
rity. 

85 

175 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
out-workers ’ premises ) . 

2 

5 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 
WERE 

CASES  IN 
WHICH  PRO- 

PARTICULARS 

(1) 

FOUND 

(2) 

REME- 

DIED 

(3) 

REFERRED 
TO  H.M. 
FACTORY 
INSPECTOR 
(4) 

BY  H.M. 
FACTORY 
INSPECTOR 

(5) 

SECUTIONS 
WERE  INS- 
TITUTED 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  ( S . 3 • ) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (S.4») 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6.) 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

a.  Insufficient 

5 

3 

b.  Ur suitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

_ 

c.  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outworkers ) 

_ 

TOTAL 

9 

9 

- 

- 

- 

INDEX 


A.  Aberdare  Market  38 
Alexandra  Rose  Day  44 
Antibiotics  - Milk  34 
Atmospheric  Pollution  21-25 
Atmospheric  - Statistics  24  25 


B.  Bacteriological  Tests  - Water  16 
Bacteriological  Tests  - Pood  35 
Biological  Treatment  Plant  19 
Births  4 

Brucella  Abortus  34 


C.  Caravans  52  55 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  50 
Cinemas  29 

Common  Lodging  Houses  29 
Comparative  Statistics  9 
Condemned  Pood  35 
Council  Housing  47 
Crematorium  54 


D.  Deaths  - Causes  10  11 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders  51 
Drainage  20 


E.  Early  Neonatal  6 

Egg  Pasteurisation  Regulations  36 


P.  Factories  57  53 

Pood  Complaints  31  52 
Pood  and  Drugs  29  50 
Pood  Hygiene  33  37 
Pood  Poisoning  14 
Pood  Premises  37 


G.  General  Statistics  3 


H.  Health  Committee  1 
Housing  - Council  47 
Housing  - Repairs  43  49 
Housing  - Statistics  4 3 
Hygiene  - Licensed  Premises  38 


I.  Ice  Cream  35  53 

Improvement  Grants  51 
Infant  Mortality  678 
Inhabited  Houses  46 
Intermediate  Accommodation  45 


L.  Laboratory  Tests  16  25  55 
Licensed  Premises  38 


INDEX 


M.  Maternal  Mortality  6 
Medical  Examinations  54 
Meals  on  Wheels  42 
Milk  35 

Milk  - Bacteriological 

Examinations  34 
Milk  - Dairies  and  General 

Regulations  34 

Milk  - Special  Designations  35 


IT.  Neo  Natal  6 
Noise  20 

Notifiable  Diseases  12 


CL  Old  People's  Welfare  45 


P.  Perinatal  6 

Public  Health  Inspectors  - 

Staff  2 

Public  Health  Inspectors  - 

Summary  of  Work  55  56 
Phumacite  Plant  19  21 
Population  4 
Poultry  32 
Porthcawl  Rest  45 


S .  Sewage  20 

Sewer  Treatments  26 

St.  Mary's  Social  Centre  44 

Staff  2 

Stillbirths  5 

Swimming  Baths  17 


T.  Trade  Effluent  19  20 
Tubercle  Bacilli  34 
Tuberculosis  12  13 


U.  Unsound  Food  35 


V.  Vermin  26 

Vital  Statistics  Births  3 5 
Vital  Statistics  Deaths  3 6 
Vital  Statistics  Comparative  9 


W.  Water  Supply  15  16 

Welfare  Services  39  - 42 
Welfare  Old  Age  45 
Work  Summary  55  56 


R.  Refuse  27 
Rent  Act  50 
Reservoirs  15 
Rivers  18  - 20 
Rodents  26 


